
Facts & Figures About CanadianHens & Eggs

There are many ways that hens are housed. Housing hens inside barns 
helps to protect the birds from disease and predators, as well as the 
variable weather of Canada. The type of barn a farmer has depends 
on many factors including bird health and well-being, farm employee 
work environments, economics and market demand.

Enriched colony housing is becoming more popular on Canadian egg 
farms. Enriched colony housing has hens living together in small 
social groups, giving birds more room to move around, stretch, spread 
their wings and express natural behaviours. These include perching, 
scratching and laying their eggs in a private nesting area. Housing 
birds in smaller social groups also helps to reduce aggressive 
behaviours from the more dominant hens.

In free run barns, hens have access to the whole barn fl oor but do not go 
outside. The hens are able to scratch, walk freely and lay their eggs 
in nesting boxes. 

In free range barns, hens have access to the whole barn fl oor or roam 
outside when weather permits. 

In aviary barns, hens have access to the whole barn fl oor as well as 
different levels of the barn where they can perch, feed, drink and lay 
their eggs.

In conventional barns, hens are kept in small groups. This system allows 
hens to have equal access to fresh food and water and prevents 
problems from more dominant, aggressive hens.  This type of housing 
is being phased-out by Canadian eggs farmers.

Regardless of the housing type, farmers make sure their hens always 
receive the best care. Farmers constantly monitor the barn environment, 
and will check several times a day to make sure the equipment in their 
barns is working properly to control the temperature, humidity, light 
and ventilation at optimum levels for their birds. Many newer barns 
have computerized sensors that can send a message to the farmer’s 
cell phone to alert them of any changes.

Housing: Where do laying hens live?
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